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Fallible Or InfallibleP 


Interesting days are ahead for the Church of 
Jesus Christ. We have now reached a new mile- 
stone in the Biblical scholarship of our day. 


Following the work of the nineteenth century 
scholars the Bible became the object of extensive 
historical studies, mostly of a naturalistic and criti- 
cal nature. The movement took root in the semi- 
naries and churches of America and the critical view 
of the Bible has become the dominant view today. 
Many feel that this movement gave back the Bible 
to the people as a historical book. 


Between the wars the drastic events of that era 
made Christians rethink their faith and life. They 
realized that the Bible as a book of history alone, 
be it trustworthy history or not, was not sufficient 
to meet the demands of a war-torn, sin-cursed 
world. Out of this feeling came the movement to 
rediscover the Bible theologically. Still holding to 
the critical views of Bible history this movement 
has sought to find the theology of the Bible and 
make it effective in the life of the people. Many 
feel this has put God back in the Bible. 


Many of us have felt that the foundations of 
these movements were not sure, for once we get 
away from the historical trustworthiness of the 
Bible all of its theological implications become 
purely subjective. Now we are sure that we were 
right. We are now being told in the field of scholar- 
ship that the time has come when the restudy of the 
Bible historically, and the rediscovery of the Bible 
theologically; must be followed by a rewriting of 
our creeds to bring them in line with our newer 
historical and theological knowledge of the Bible. 
Increasingly we shall hear the old plea to rewrite 
the Westminster Standards and bring them up to 
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date for we have come a long way since the seven- 
teenth century. Harold DeWolf, in his popular 
book, “A Theology of the Living Church” goes to 
the heart of the matter and puts it bluntly. He says 
“To the intelligent student who is more concerned 
with seeking out and declaring the truth than with 
maintaining a dogma it must be apparent that the 
Bible is by no means infallible. The signs of its 
fallibility are numerous.” (p68). But Presbyterians 
are committed to the proposition that the Bible is an 
“infallible rule of faith and practice.”’ Shall we 
change our standards? 


This is a problem for the scholars to develop and 
defend but its answer is simple for the average man 
with logic and common sense. A Christian is one 
who follows Christ, but can a man follow Christ 
if he repudiates what Christ thought, especially 
about the Scriptures? A Christian belongs to the 
Church of Christ, can he be a Christian and repudi- 
ate the view of the Scriptures held by the early 
church and preserved by all branches since then? 
Our Westminster Standards take the exact view of 
the Scriptures that the New ‘Testament portrays 
Christ as taking. The Westminster Standards take 
the same view of interpreting the Bible that the 
early New Testament church took in interpreting 
their Bible. Can we change the view of Christ and 
the view of our early Church and still honestly 
claim to be followers of Christ? Can we repudiate 
what the Bible says Christ is and disregard what 
Christ thought and still be a follower of Christ 
the Son of God? —W.G.F. 


Are We At The 
“Crossroads P”’ 


The paragraph below appeared in the January- 
March 1952 issue of Crossroads, page 32, the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian quarterly magazine for Adults, writ- 
ten by Canon Allen Richardson, of Durham. 
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‘What is meant by the birth ‘of water and the 
Spirit?’ . . he (John) is here giving us his inter- 
pretation of the significance of Christian baptism. 
In New Testament times entry into the Church 
and the right of full membership within it were 
obtained by means of the ceremony of baptism with 
the laying on of hands. There were no Church 
buildings, complete with fonts or baptistries in those 
days; and the ceremony of the initiation of new 
members usually took place by the bank of a river, 
into which the candidates (or catechumens) 
descended and were immersed. Their descent into 


the water represented their dying with Christ and 
their burial with Him, for the ceremony was one of 
total immersion; their emergence from the water 
represented their being raised with Christ, as shar- 
ers in the resurrection . . . The going down into 
the waters of baptism represented not merely the 
washing away of the filth and stain of heathendom 
but also the death of their old, sinful self, the ‘old 
Adam’ in them... ” 

Does this mean that the U.S.A. Church is giving 
up the historic position regarding the Sacrament of 


Baptism ? —R.F.G. 


— 


The London Campaign - 


Harringay 


By L. Nelson Bell 


This is the second article in the series. The third will follow in next week's issue.—H.B.D. 


Last week we tried to give something of a pic- 
ture of the meetings at Harringay Arena, their 
background, the meetings themselves, the message 
and the impact they are making on contemporary 
Britain. | 


Now, after ten days, certain patterns and im- 
pressions are beginning to emerge to the writer, 
even though there was an interlude of three days 
during which it was necessary for us to attend 
some surgical meetings in Edinburgh. 


Supernatural 


The greatest single impression of these meetings 
is that we are seeing a mighty work of God’s Holy 
Spirit. One London editor has written that there 
is but one man in England who could fill Harringay 
for even one night, and he is the world’s greatest 
statesman. But here we are seeing the arena packed 
each night with 12,600 people and with thousands 
queued up outside waiting in the hope a few more 
seats may be made available. This has continued 
unabated for eleven weeks, and if seats were avail- 
able for forty or fifty thousand they would almost 
certainly be filled each night. 


Such sustained interest is not because of a man. 
Rather it is because of a message God Himself is 
honoring night after night. Only those who have 
seen the hundreds pouring forward when the invita- 
tion is given, later to be sent to the counselling 
room to be dealt with individually, can appreciate 
the impact of such an evidence of the working of 


God in their midst. As one clergyman, sitting on 
the platform, suddenly exclaimed out loud: “Did 
you ever see such a glorious sight?” 


Two nights ago the Lord Bishop of Liverpool 
was on the platform and was to make the final 
prayer and pronounce the benediction. When the 
invitation was given—and given only once—570 
people came forward and stood quietly before the 
platform. It seemed to the writer that on that par- 
ticular night there were more men than women, 
and one was impressed with the fine type of people 
who stood there. After they had all gone to the 
counselling room, while the vast audience stood, 
the Lord Bishop said: “I feel impelled to say that 
this meeting tonight has been a blessing and an in- 
spiration to me personally. Here we have heard the 
Scriptures faithfully and powerfully proclaimed and 
we all have just witnessed these hundreds who have 
made a decision to receive Christ,” then he fer- 
vently thanked God for that which He was doing. 


Statistics 


There are those who decry the publication of the 
number of decisions. There are good Scriptural 
grounds for giving statistics. We are told our Lord 
fed 5000 one time and 4000 another. 276 people 
owed their lives to Paul’s presence on the ship 
journeying towards Rome. The Holy Spirit fell on 
120 people at Pentecost and later 3000 responded 
to Peter’s preaching and the number of believers 
later came to 5000. Paul tells of those who saw the 
risen Lord; finally 500 at one time. 
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‘The statistics ot these meetings are no haphazard 
guess. They represent individual cards signed by 
individuals, men and women, who are counselled, 
then referred to the church of their choice and 
followed up carefully for from six months to a 
year. Incidentally the pastors are also followed up, 
to see that they contact the individuals who have 
indicated their interest in their own parish. 


Down to this writing some 28,000 people have 
made definite decisions during this campaign. Of 
that number about 25°% have had some kind of 
Church association, or, are Christians who feel they 
had never made a complete surrender. The other 
75% have never had any Church connection what- 
soever. In this connection a Hungarian Christian 
remarked to the writer, “It is that 75% which 
frightens me. In Central Europe almost everyone 
has some knowledge of the Bible, of the Church 
and of Christianity. I am a Protestant, speaking of 
both Protestants and Catholics and of the impress 
our Churches have made on us. Here it frightens 
me because so many people know absolutely nothing 
about religion.” 


Do They All Last? 


Foolish question. Not unless men’s hearts have 
changed since the time of Christ. Our Lord tells 
us of four kinds of soil on which the seed of the 
Word falls and there is no reason to think there is 
a change today. But, a great host of men and women 
do stick and grow from grace to grace in the Lord. 
One of the leading British Christians recently said, 
“In every great business, in every Church, in every 
walk of British life, much of the strength that is 
there stems from the lives and Christian testimony 
of some one won to Christ by Dwight L. Moody 
eighty years ago.” 


- But, already there are such a host of people who 
are showing transformed lives that one has but to 
look and listen to know that a mighty thing is being 
done by God. We know men who deny the fact of 
instant conversions and transformations but their 
unbelief could be changed to praise to God if they 
would only see. Of course many converts have come 
to the point of decision through a gradual work of 
preparation, often unknown, in their hearts. But 
there are hundreds of incidents where individuals 
have come to Harringay and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit have made a decision for Christ and 
immediately shown transformed lives. Some have 
been alcoholics, others pick-pockets, some actresses, 


physicians, lawyers, others men and women holding 
titles of the realm. When the writer returned from 
Edinburgh he was met by a man at the hotel -vho 
gave such a radiant account of the meeting the 
night before we thought he was some local clergy- 
man. However, he was the assistant hotel manzzer, 
he had accepted the Lord twenty hours previo isly 
and now he wanted everyone to know about i-. 


Technical Arrangements 


Some four hundred cities in Great Britain ‘ave 
at one time or the other been linked with Ha: rin- 
gay by relay, some using four different auditor: ims 
at one time. Many have been converted in : ese 
meetings. They were made possible by the v sion 
and ingenuity of the broadcasting company’s * :ch- 
nician, who, at that time had not himself acce ted 
Christ. The technical problems were very ery 
difficult but they were overcome and a great | ‘ess- 
ing has resulted. At Harringay Arena all tech ‘ical 
problems are handled in a way which has ex: ited 
the admiration of all who have attended. 


Special Occasion 


On Saturday night, May 15th, General Sir Wil- 
son-Haffendon, Chairman of the Campaign Com- 
mittee, and a giant physically and Spiritually, read 
to the audience which was standing, a telegram of 
welcome on behalf of the sixty-seven thousand at- 
tending Harringay and listening in by relay, as- 
suring the Queen of their love, prayers and devo- 
tion, and then the Bishop of Barking offered a 
beautiful prayer for Her Majesty. The choir and 
audience then sang God Save the Queen. Before the 
service ended a telegram came from the Palace ex- 
pressing deep appreciation for the message and as- 
suring all of her deep interest. 


The Singing 
All Americans who have attended Harringay 
agree that never have they heard such singing, not 


only by the choir but also by the audience as a - 


whole. We have heard as many as 2500 in the choir 
at one time (there are 5000 registered members, 
only part of them coming each night), and the 
singing is glorious. Last night a business man, just 
in from America yesterday, leaned over to the writer 
as the choir and audience finished singing a _ local 
favorite, ““And Can It Be,” and with tears stream- 
ing down his cheeks, said, “I believe the singing in 
Heaven will be like that.”” Some of the choir’s ren- 
ditions are already being put on records. 


KING COLLEGE 


Co-educational 


Sound Se education under vigorous Christian 

Four-year Liberal Arts Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholar- 

ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, 
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Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, and tuition, $730.00. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX og ag "BRISTOL, TENN. 


‘Work. Sixty-acre campus. 


influences. Fully accredited. 


Founded 1867 


(4) Remunerative 
Summer Session. 
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The Preaching 


“he writer has tried to analyze the preaching 
wit. a cold detachment which is not easy. But, such 
an .nalysis is imperative because a million and a 
hal people do not crowd in to hear a man preach 
nig ¢ after night. Admitting that some come through 
cur »sity and some even to ridicule, the vast ma- 
jor y are coming because of the message. Just what 
kin of preaching are they hearing? 


\ ’e are sure that different people react in differ- 
ent vays. The master of homiletics may not always 
be leased. The theologian may disagree at times, 
anc there may be other criticisms. But, despite any 
anc all areas of possible disagreement London and 
the entire world are called to face this fact: “For 
tha indeed a notable miracle hath been done by 
the:: is manifest to all them that dwell in Jeru- 
sale 1; and we cannot deny it.” 


'o the writer there seem to be five outstanding 
cha acteristics of the preaching at Harringay, char- 
act: istics which are available for all preaching, 
any here, any time. 


a The preaching is with authority. There are 
o “ifs,” no “perhaps,” no “I believe,” or “Dr. or 
Protessor So-and-so are of the opinion that - - .” 
There is a simple faith in the entire Scriptures and 
an amazing facility in their use. One can picture 
a practiced fencer, using his rapier for repeated 
thrusts which are never parried. This use of “the 
Bible says” may seem repetitious to some but God 
is honoring it by a sense of authority in the message 
which is inescapable and deeply effective. 


b. Second, the preaching is characterized by 
simplicity. "The Gospel story is repeated, in many 
and telling ways, night after night. No man or 
woman can leave that arena without having heard 
those elemental truths of the Christian faith which 
produce in the hearers and believers a reason for 
the faith which they affirm. 


c. Not only is the preaching simple, it is also 
clear, for this clarity is so greatly needed for that 


great element in the audience who know nothing 


of the Word of God. This clarity is made a reality 
by use of the copious quotations of passages which 
relate to the subject, as facets do to the composite 
diamond. To illustrate: one night Mr. Graham 
preached on ‘““The Heart.” By the use of dozens of 
passages one saw the infinite capacities of the heart 
for evil, and then the glorious transformation which 
comes when that heart is cleansed by the blood of 


Hold Their Attention with ‘Tabernacle 


Let these teaching pictures help you 
win more: souls to Christ! Make the tures. Bi 


list of teaching, “Tabernacle” pic- ; 
le stories; Illustrated | 
Bibie come ALIVE ...let folks SEE as Hymns; Easter, Christmas, Mission- 
wel: as hear the Word. All pay eager ary and Children’s series. Filmstrip , 
attextion to the Gospel in PICTURES. and.2 x.2.slides. Prompt shipment... 

ri-e now for Free air-mailed price Get these visual aids now. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 7th, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 


Christ and filled with-His Spirits nicht 600 


men and women gave their hearts to Christ. 


d. Another element in the preaching which is 


much in evidence is the sense of urgency, not the 


urgency of a world situation where man may de- 
stroy himself. It is the urgency which comes fro 
the profound conviction that all men out of Christ 
are lost now and for all eternity. The certainty of 
the judgment of sin on the unrepentant sinner, 
coupled with the yearning love of God, as revealed 
in His Son, make for an urgency which reaches 
down into the hearts of men and makes the unsaved 
say, ““This is the time.” 


e. The final element in the preaching at Har- 
ringay which we will mention is preaching to a 
decision. The writer, a layman, would suggest that 
failure to do this is one of the great weaknesses of 
much preaching today. If one preaches with author- 
ity, simplicity, clarity and urgency, it is but natural 
that one will also preach for a decision. And why 
not! The decision to accept Christ is the greatest 
of all decisions; life’s crucial turning point. Mr. 
Graham preaches for decisions and God has given 
him the faith to expect them, and God works in 
the hearts of the hearers so that decisions are made. 


The Continuing Impact 


One lone individual can only judge this from 
that which he experiences. Here are just a few such 
experiences in a week’s time, (others were recounted 
in last week’s issue). In Edinburgh, at the Royal. 
College of Surgeons and in the Hospitals of the 
University, we found the keenest interest and ap- 
preciation of what is taking place in Harringay. 
At a hotel in the Lake Country, a Lancaster paper, ' 
carried pictures and a story on Mr. Graham’s meet- 
ing at a near-by Air Base, that were prominently 
displayed. Last night, the editor of one of London’s 
most influential papers told the writer: “I consider 
what is taking place here at Harringay the greatest 
event of several centuries.”’ Last Sunday at an 
Anglican Church the Harringay meetings were ad- 
vertised and prayed for and Christians were urged 


Pictures 
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to take an unconverted person or otherwise stay at 
home and pray for the meetings. This Sunday, at 
Marylebone Presbyterian Church (used jointly by 
the congregation of that church and that of City 
Temple), Rev. Prof. James S. Stewart, famous 
teacher and preacher of Edinburgh, in the midst of 
one of the finest sermons we have ever heard, ex- 
claimed: “How I do thank God for the Greater 
London Crusade and its lifting up of Christ to the 
people.” Dr. Stewart and the pastors at Maryle- 
bone (Dr. Lewis and Dr. Leslie Weatherhead ) 
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for the problems of many of his patients which 
formerly had completely baffled him. 


But, the impact on Great Briatin is but begin- 
ning. Babes in Christ will be growing and develop- 
ing. Revived Christians will be making their im- 
press on their families, their associates and many 
others. The pebble dropped in the pool sends widen- 
ing waves to the other shore. These Christians will] 
make an impact which eternity alone can reveal. It 
can well be that among their number is one single 


have been loyally supporting the meetings. Later, individual who some day will make the present 1. 
at lunch with Dr. Stewart and Dr. Lewis we learn- - serie —. seem small indeed. God grant 1 
ed how deeply and wholeheartedly is this support. that such may be the case, for it is His work and d 
the glory is all His. fe 
One night an Anglican Bishop prayed for his | tl 
own ministry, “that it may never be the same after ising 
” - - - - = a 
this night,” before pronouncing the benediction. God, and having favour with all the people. And : 
Las night General Sir Chaise Lord, added to the church daly uch 
man of the Campaign, received a letter saying one tinued to pray. We cannot close this seiees, te third i 
church had already doubled its membership ; another and final one will appear next week), without lay- 
had not had more than 50 for church on Sundays ing on the hearts of our readers our great responsi- 
for years. For the past three Sundays the church bility to pray for these new Christians, for the bi 
has been packed, with standing room only left. churches into which they are being channeled, and re 
| for the shepherds of the flock, that God will kee gC 
From their own lips the writer has heard the 4: P 
personal testimony of many: lives changed, families and strengthen each one for His Own glory. jf 
brought together, victory over sin for the first time a 
in their lives, power to witness to others, etc. etc. WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN aa leather- uw 
To us the most amazing testimony came from a bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR te 
well-known and very successful psychiatrist. This FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
ld winning a soul to Christ in a tr 
we heard with our own ears, otherwise it wou pausenal interview (250 words V 
be hard to believe: All of his life he had been or less). If it is used in the It 
trained against any form of emotionalism. He hated ANGLERS column, you will a 
it. He detested the idea of Christ as a personal receive this most helpful, vest- el 
Saviour and he certainly did not believe in dramatic 
and instant conversions. He heard of the “dismal sion). No ens ' 
procession” at Harringay and revolted at the idea. unless requested. THE TES- a 
But, he was led to go to Harringay and there God TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
spoke to his heart and he too got up out of his seat two new one-year subscriptions to 
and joined that “dismal procession” to a place Journal, or by remitting $3.25. Ww 
where he found Christ. Already he finds a solution fy 
ha 
me 
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ha 
GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- hi 
rial, and workmanship. de 
he 
MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- a 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements h 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting the 
satisfactory service. thi 
Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is te to supply we 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALI at the right ane 
price. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Le son Number 62 
W' en To Abandon A “Prospect” — Never! 


‘here are some fishing places I will never visit 
ag: n. For various reasons. One is, I failed to catch 
an: hing. Another, the banks are so steep, so mud- 
dy :nd slippery. Another, the water is full of snags. 
Ar ther, there is a powerful and vicious bull in 
the pasture nearby and he looks as though he could 
eas |v break out. Indeed he came to the fence, made 
a :iuffing sound with his nostrils and looked ar- 
ro; ‘ntly at me until I moved away. Still another, 
the fish in that place are so well satisfied by the 
abu-idance of natural food all about them that my 
lur: fails to interest them. 


ishing for men is like that. I had a “prospect,” 
but I didn’t get him. He very deftly eluded me; 
ratiier, he didn’t seem to be impressed. No use to 
go »ack there. Besides, it is an uncomfortable place 
to visit. The devil is in that place (like the bull in 
the pasture) and he leers at me, filling me with a 
sense of frustration. Too, my “prospect” is so filled 
up with the things of the world about him that 
salvation through Jesus Christ does not seem to at- 
tract him in the least. Shall I give him up? Never! 
My view of the situation is through human eyes. 
It can only be a partial view. The Holy Spirit sees 
all the way. He says go again—and again—“un- 
til...’ (see Luke 15:4). Remember, the Holy 
Spirit works under the surface, and something can 
be going on down in that prospect’s heart that the 
fisherman cannot see. 


In a Southern Presbyterian Church, where the 


writer was conducting a meeting, one of the faith- 


ful personal workers drew the name of a man he 
had been trying for six years to win. He came to 
me with the card in his hand and the following 
conversation took place. “I have worked with this 
man six years, trying to win him to Christ and he 
has persistently refused. I have even prayed with 


him. He has gotten out of patience with me; in- . 


deed, he got so angry the last time I saw him that 
he insulted me, almost kicked me out of his office 


and said he never wanted to see me again. | think 


your plan of drawing the names is a good one, but 
the best rules must have exceptions. Don’t you 
think I should turn this card in and take another 
in its place?’ I said, “Do you realize that you are 
saying the Holy Spirit made a mistake when, after 
we asked Him to guide your hand to the name He 
wanted you to take, He allowed you to draw that 
name!”’ “Well, I had not thought of it that way.” 
“How long since you saw him last ?” “A few months 
ago; he has been absent from the city recently; I 


don't know if he has returned.” “Are you willing, 


in ‘aith and with prayer, to go see him again?” 
Rather reluctantly he agreed to do so, and this is 
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what took place: He went to his prospect’s office 
the next morning, and to his amazement the man 
rose from his desk as he walked in the door, came 
forward to him holding out both hands, saying: 
“I’m glad you came. I have just returned from 
Michigan where I went to bury my brother — my 
twin brother, the only relative I had left in the 
world. It has been a great shock to me, and as I 
came down the Illinois Central yesterday I got to 
thinking. He was a Christian and I am sure he is 
safe for eternity; I thought just suppose it had been 
my turn to go instead of his, where would I be for 
eternity? Then I thought of how faithfully you had 
tried through these past years to make me think 
straight, and I resolved to look you up on my re- 
turn and apologize for the way I have treated you 
and to tell you that I am ready to accept your Sa- 
viour as mine, too.’”’ He was baptized and received 
into the church the following Sunday. 


Wouldn’t it have been a pity for that fisherman 
to miss gathering the fruit of his labors? Don’t be 
discouraged by surface indications. Remember, God 
is working down in the heart, out of your sight. Go 
again. And keep going “until... ” 


THE TITHE 
God’s Portion First 


“Should I not pay my debts first?” The answer 
of Scripture from earliest times seems to be a de- 
cided “No!” God is not pleased, we are led to see, 
with left-overs. He must be first, for if He is not 
given first place, then something else and not He is 
our god. Therefore He is not a deferred but a pre- 
ferred creditor in the payment of our honest debts. 
There is abundant testimony, coming from the lips 
of those who have given Him first place in the settle- 
ment of their accounts, that when they are honest 
with Him, the remainder will actually go further 
with His blessing than the entire amount without 
it. Moreover it is as important to be honest with 
God as it is to maintain our credit in the commun- 
ity in which we live. Again, is a man really paying 


his debts when he robs God to do so? If we were — 


a juror, would we vote to acquit a man of thievery 
who had stolen from one person to pay an honest 
debt to another? There doesn’t seem to be much 
choice when we stop to reason it through. But there 
just isn’t any at all when it comes to the teaching 
of God’s word. Finally, no one was exempted. 


“And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Speak | 


unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
when ye are come into the land which [ give unto 
you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall 
bring the sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest 
unto the priest: . . . And ye shall eat neither bread, 
nor parched grain, nor fresh ears, until this selfsame 
day, until ye have brought the oblation of your God: 
it is a statute forever throughout your generations 
in all your dwellings’ Leviticus 23 :9-10, 14. 


—lLayman. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JUNE 13 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Amos Denounces I; ntemperance 


(Temperance) 


Background Scripture: Amos 2:6-12; 4: 
1-2; 6. Devotional Reading: Romans 13: 


7-14. 


Ever since Noah got drunk from the wine made from his vineyard, drunkenness has been one of the great- 
est sins, and greatest curses, of mankind. It is probably our most serious problem in America. With 7,000,000 
alcoholics in our country and millions more who are habitual drunkards we are faced with an evil which is 
a menace to society. Just last night while we were at Shearer Church at a service, one of my elders came 
in and said that there was a man lying on the side of the road not far from the church. We went to see about 


him, put him in the car, and took him home where 
his wife and two little children were waiting for 
him. This could be duplicated in thousands of places 
each day. Our crime bill and our liquor bill, next 
to the billions we are spending for defense, com- 
prise a burden which is increasingly heavy every 
year. 


Paul, in Romans 13:13 includes drunkenness in 
his list of the “works of darkness” which we are 
urged to “cast off.”’ If all the Christians of America 
would cast it off completely, refusing to taste, touch, 
or handle the poisonous stuff we could hope for 
sobriety in our land. As long as some who name the 
name of Christ insist on drinking, and even getting 
drunk, what can we expect from those who do not 
profess to be Christians ? 


It would seem certain that our slaughter upon 
our highways would wake us up to the awfulness 
of this curse, for a larger portion of these accidents 
and deaths is caused by liquor. A doctor told me 
- that one drink of beer would sufficiently becloud 
the brain of a driver to make him an unsafe risk 
on the road. I had a man to turn his car over in 
front of my house. He came to the house bleed- 
ing from some cuts, and saying, I was not drunk; I 
only took a drink of beer up the road a piece. The 
fact is, that a person with just a drink or two is 
more of a menace than a drunk person; for the 
drunk will soon get off the road, while the other 
will take chances and perhaps run into a car full 
of innocent men, women, and children. Yet our 
licensed liquor stores brag on the amount of poison 
that they sell, and our politicians talk of the tax 
money which we get, and the poor ignorant people 
are fooled. I believe that all the tax money derived 
from such a source is a curse, not a blessing, and 
that we spend more in taking care of our alcoholics 
and drunks and the extra amount of crime, than 
we feceive from all our ‘Blood-money.” Think of 
the irony of the suggestion to label each bottle with 
a warning not to drink while driving! Wait until 
vou get home and turn your home into hell. 


I. Drinking mixed with Religion: 
Amos 2:6-12. 


It was the usual custom for drinking to be a 
part of idolatrous worship, just as many other sins 
were a part of these heathen feasts. Here the proph- 
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et is warning them about drinking wine, “in the 
house of their god.” The Revised Version uses the 
word “God,” showing that the reference is to Je- 
hovah, not to some false god. They drank the wine 
of the condemned in the house of their God. 


If we will turn back to Leviticus 10:1 we will 
see an illustration of the sin of drinking in con- 
nection with the worship of the Lord. Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, offered “strange fire” 
before the Lord, and were devoured and died. Turn 
now to verse nine and we read the command of the 
Lord, “Do not drink wine or strong drink, thou, 
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, lest ye die.” It would 
seem clear from this command that the sin of 
Aaron’s sons was drinking in the tabernacle. 


The Nazarites were not to drink wine, or even 
eat grapes. In verse twelve Amos accuses the people 
of giving the Nazarites to drink, although they 
knew that they had taken the vow of total absti- 
nence. John the Baptist was a Nazarite. When the 
prophets tried to rebuke them they condemned the 
prophets, saying, Prophesy not. In some places the 
liquor forces are telling the preachers to “‘shut their 
mouths,” and intimidating them in other ways. 

There are some things which do not mix with 
wine and strong drink; one of these is true Religion. 
We do not expect false religions to keep free from 
drunkenness, but we do expect the Christian Re- 
ligion to separate itself from all sin. The Moham- 
medan puts the Christian to shame in this particular. 
Their religion has many other things even worse, 
but it does enjoin total abstinence. These heathen 
point the finger of scorn at the “Drinking Chris- 
tians.”” Why are so few Mohammedans converted 
to Christianity. ‘—There may be several reasons. Is 
it not probable that this is one? Our indulgence in 
strong drink (the reputation of England and Amer- 
ica, both nominally ‘Christian’ countries, is known 
all over the world) may be a stumbling-block to 
these people in heathen lands. 

Drinking is one of “the works of darkness” which 
Paul urges us as Christians, to “put off.” If we 
walk in the light, we will keep ourselves from this 
terrible sin, both for our own sake and for the sake 
of others, for strong drink is enslaving and ruining 
the youth of our land, and will bring ruin upon us. 
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II. Drinking and Oppression 
in Hligh Places: 
“The mountain of Samaria:” Amos 4:-13. 


Samaria was the Capital of the Northern King- 
dom. ‘Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are 
in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, 
which crush the needy, which say to their masters, 
Bring, and let us drink.” Drinking and oppression 
go hand in hand. 


“tt is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for 
kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 
Lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert 
judgment of any of the afflicted.” Could we not say 
in cur day; It is not for Presidents and Congress- 
men and Leaders of nations, to drink wine or strong 
drink? It is disgusting and sickening to read of the 
special cases of favorite brands of wine and whisky 
which are sent to the various Conferences, and to 
the nited Nations Assembly. I wonder how many 


of the terrible blunders—blunders which have got- © 


ten us into the “Mess” in which we find ourselves 
todav—were caused by strong drink. If we can be- 
lieve what we read, then the “Molotov Cocktails,” 
and the “Stalin Vodka” had a good deal to do with 
our present perilous situation. Oh, for a William 
Jennings Bryan, with some moral backbone, to 
turn his glass upside down at such gatherings! I 
have read that Washington is the wettest city in the 
United States, and that the social life of many of 
our officials is one round after another of “Cock- 
tail Parties.” ‘There are some splendid Christian 
men in Congress, but are there enough of them to 
save our land? 


Belshazzar was drinking wine; drinking himself 
drunk, and desecrating the sacred vessels of the 
Temple, when the handwriting on the wall pointed 
to his impending doom. I wish that some angel 
could write similar words of warning before it is 
too late, upon the walls of our Capitol at Washing- 
ton. It was too late for Belshazzar. It would not be 
too late for us, if we would see our peril and turn 
from our drunken ways. We, as a nation, have been 
highly favored of the Lord. We should not have 
to wait until we see the handwriting on the wall. 
We ought to have sense enough to see and know 


that our present drunken “spree” will result in 


national disaster. God is weighing us in the balances; 
will He find us wanting? 


III. Drinking and Luxury in the Home: 
Amos 6, 


If all the homes which have been destroyed 
through strong drink could be put into one great 
motion picture, or shown on every TV set in the 
United States, perhaps those who are “‘at ease in 
Zion” might be aroused. Words cannot begin to 


-describe the misery which strong drink has caused 


in the American Home. One of the vivid memories 
of my boyhood days is the home of a neighbor of 
ours, and the awful curse that drunkenness was in 


that home. Someone ought to write a book on “Ten > 


Nights in a Drunkard’s Home” to put beside “Ten 
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Nights in a Bar-room” which was a popular book 
in my boyhood days. 


Verse four of chapter six describes the Luxury 
and the Drinking which was common among the 
wealthy people of Samaria. “That lie upon beds of 
ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midst of the stall; That chant, (sing 
idle songs) to the sound of the viol, and invent to 
themselves instruments of music, like David; That | 
drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with 
the chief ointments: but they are not grieyed for 
the affliction of Joseph.” 


Change to modern words and you have a vivid 
portrait of the social and home life of many wealthy 
people in our day. Money is plentiful; every inven- 
tion of man is present, and revelry and debauchery 
prevail. The cost of these expensive liquors is noth- 
ing to these men. If fiction is “true to life’ then 
it would be impossible to exaggerate the shame and 
disgrace of these “‘parties.’”” When we have any for- 
eign visitors in our country we seem to think that 
we have to have wines and liquors of all sorts. 


The prophet goes on to pronounce judgment upon 
Israel: “Therefore shall they go captive with the 
first that go captive — I abhor the excellency of 
Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver 
up the city with all that is therein.” Sin always 
brings ruin. As we look on the ruined nations and 
cities and homes of the past, and ask the reason, 
one solemn refrain comes back like an echo from 
the dead past; “Iniquity has been our ruin,” and 
drunkenness is a big part of this iniquity. Will 
America go the way of these nations? Will we heed 
the warning which comes to us from God’s Word ? 
Amos enumerates many sins which contribute to 
the downfall of nations. He puts drunkenness where 
it belongs; among the worst of these sins. 


In our country Drunkenness is about at the top 
of the list of our disgraceful national sins. It is also 
at the bottom of many other sins, for drinking leads 
to all sorts of evil. What are we going to do about 
it? Sometimes we feel like giving up in despair, 
and feel that there is nothing we can do. There is 
much that every earnest Christian can do. First, let 
him resolve that he will never touch, taste, or 
handle the “‘stuff.”” Let him teach his children the 
truth, and warn them. Let us keep out of our homes 
all magazines that advertise beer, wine, or whisky. 
When the issue comes up in politics, let us vote as 
we pray, or ought to pray, and select men who will 
fight the liquor traffic. Above all, let us pray for a 
Revival that will make America a sober nation. God 
alone can save us from this curse. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 13 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What I Mean To My Church 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 

Prayer 

Scripture: I Corinthians 12:4-14 

Hymn: “Saviour, Teach Me, Day By Day” 
Offering 

Hymn: “So Let Our Lips And Lives Express” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Try to impress upon those who help you pre- 
sent this program that it should not be an abstract 
discussion of the value of young people to the church 
in general, but it ought to be an examination of your 
own local situation to determine what your young 
people are doing, or should be doing, for your own 


church. ) 


Last week we discussed what the church means to 


us who are its young members. The program ended 


on the idea that the church affords us an opportunity 
for fuller service. You will want to carry on with 
this same idea as you consider what the young peo- 
ple mean to the church. The questions you will be 
seeking to answer will be, “How are your young 
people serving the church?” and, “How may you 
serve more acceptably ?” 


First Speaker: 


-_ You want to show that every member of the 
church is a representative of the church and of 
Christ, its head. This is a passive kind of service, but 
it is highly important. The kind of life a church 
member lives determines whether this representative 
service is good or bad. Church members represent 
the church to the unbelieving world. What impres- 
sion does the world receive concerning the church 
from the lives of church members? Does it seem 
that the church makes any noticeable difference in 
the lives of its members? Do the church members 
show by their lives that they consider the church to 
be important? How can the faithfulness of young 
people to their church be meaningful to the church 
in the impression it makes on other people? We 
know that the Church of the Lord Jesus can be 
meaningful to its members, but how valuable are 
you to your church as its representative? 


Second Speaker: 


The program last week mentioned some specific 
ways for young.people to serve in the church. You 
may want to call attention to some of these same 
ways of service again. Add to the list if you can, 
and be sure to mention the acts of service in which 
vour young people are already engaged. Try to sug- 
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gest some service activities which your group, or 
some of its individuals, might undertake. You will 
want to give particular emphasis to the fact that 
young people have countless opportunities to -ervye 
the Lord and His church now, and that it i: not 
necessary for young people to wait until maturity 
or until old age before their lives can be meaningful 
to the church. 


Third Speaker: 


You do not want to give the impression o/ dis- 
agreeing with the position of the foregoing speaker 
in his idea that young people are valuable to the 
church now, but you want to show that young peo- 
ple who mean most to the church are those who 
have an eye to its future. You can predict with a 
good degree of accuracy the future of a particular 
church by the kind of young people it has at present. 
Show how young people can prepare themselves for 
future leadership in the church by expanding their 
knowledge of the program and work of the church 
and by practicing faithfully the tasks of leadership. 
Mention some of the specific ways your young peo- 
ple are being prepared by their present work in the 
church. Suggest ways of improving the preparation 
you are receiving. What is the prospect for your 
church in the future judging by the quality of its 
young people today? 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Another way of presenting this program would 
be to ask one of the officers of the church to speak 
to the young people on the subject of ““What Young 
People Can Mean To Our Church.”’) 


Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
1837 Marking 1953 
To The Church And Clergy 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 

181 East 23rd New 


You: 10, MY. 


CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING: 
| TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
} By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50 
per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 
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Women’s Work 
“We Hope...” nae 


Letters from our missionaries are filled with hope, 
evidence of faith, courage and devotion. Miss Mar- 
garet Pritchard, R. N., at the Presbyterian Medical 
Center, Chonju, Cholla Puk Do, Korea, wrote 
February 28. ‘““Miss Janet Talmage, for whom we 
have been waiting so loug, arrived two weeks ago 
and is fast getting into the hospital work and teach- 
ing in the Nurses’ School. She is going to be a great 
help and blessing in our work here . . . The evan- 
gelists report the country churches growing by leaps 
and bounds and new churches springing up. The 
great need is for leadership both native and mis- 
sionary. There has never been such an opportunity 
in this country. The big question is: Will the 
Church at home meet the challenge and supply the 
needed prayer, missionaries, and money? 


“Our hospital continues to have an overflow of 
patients in the hall. We hope to soon have more 
space as our addition to the present building is 
being built at the present time.” 


And this word from Mrs. Bruce A. Cumming, 
R. N., at Graham Hospital, Kwanju, Korea: 
“Thank each of you personally for the greeting 
cards, gifts and Relief and White Cross supplies.” 
More recently Mrs. Cumming has written: “If 
you who send the White Cross supplies could only 
see how much they help our hospital, and what they 
mean to the patients, you would be forever grate- 
ful that you were able to prepare and send the 
articles. This way you are being missionaries even 
though you are at home.” 


Relief packages to Korea have meant so much to 
the missionaries as they have distributed the cloth- 
ing and other supplies to the Korean people. Mrs. 
Cumming wrote: “The relief clothing was needed 
so much that sometimes I had difficulty supplying 
any to people who needed it. But for the sake of 
comfort, I gave what was available, even some- 
times giving a man a woman‘s coat. If you are cold, 
what do looks matter?” 


Such messages from our medical missionaries 
make us realize that we have a part in this work 
and that it should be more constant and more 
zealous. 


A Christian Wife 
I Peter 3:1-2 


In First Peter 3:1-2 we read “ ... ye wives be 
in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any 
obey not the word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation (behaviour) of the 
wives; While they behold your chaste conversation 


coupled with fear.”’ Recently I heard a beautiful - 


story that illustrates this text so well I want to 
share it. The woman of the story, lives in a nearby 
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town. I do not know her, though I’d like to, for she 
is well worth knowing. Her husband was not a 
Christian and lived a most ungodly life. He would 
often be gone from home for days, drinking, gam- 
bling and wasting his substance with riotous liv- 
ing. When his companions in sin expressed a dread 
of going home, and facing their. wives and hearing 
their just complaints, this man always boasted his 
wife never fussed or railed on him, no matter what 
he had done. The other men were skeptical if this 
was true. One night, after he’d been gone several 
days, he invited one of them to go home with him 
and see. When they reached his house, it was early 
morning and his wife came to the door and greeted 
them pleasantly. And with no trace of anger or 
any incrimination, prepared food. Her attitude was 
far from that of a martyr—rather of loving tender 
patience. 


The next morning the visitor came into the kit- 
chen as she cooked breakfast. After some hesitation 
he asked why she was not as other wives he had 
known. He told of her husband’s claim and how 
he’d come to see. Her answer was the fulfillment of 
I Peter 3:1-2: ‘“My husband never goes to church 
and. I am the only Christian with whom he comes 
in contact or knows. I love him and know Jesus 
loves him even more. The only way I can show 
him My Saviour’s love is by being gentle and pa- 
tient as He.” : 


As the man was leaving he said “Your husband 
will never be on a wild frolic again with me for I 
am not going any more. I want to know more of 
this Saviour who can make a person such as you.” 


The husband was not easily won but eventually 
he did accept Christ and become in Him a new 
creature. 


This is a true story of a simple woman who let 
her light shine to glorify her Father in heaven. It 
makes me ashamed of how dim my own light is— 
how about you? : 


—Alice Barbour (Mrs. W. H.) Bennett. 


A Christian Soldier Reports 


Horace A. Hamm, Jr. of Joanna, South Caro- 
lina, has just completed his term of duty with the 
Armed Forces. He was stationed in the Vienna 
Command Area, Austria. He loves people and is 
now preparing to enter the Christian ministry. In 
Vienna he had many opportunities to help those 
who were drifting through the city on their way to 
a free zone. Working with like-minded friends he 
gave many Bibles to these destitute people. 


He writes: 


I’m sure that in the future I will again have 
many opportunities to call upon your great organ- 
ization for Bibles and Christian literature, but I 
would like to pass on to you the thanks of many 
scores of people for whom you have made the read- 
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ing of the Bible possible. [t is indeed a pity that 
each of you associated with the American Bible So- 
ciety could not share in the great joy that comes 
from seeing a displaced person when he receives a 
Bible written in his own language. 


In closing I would again express my thanks to 
you for carrying on such a great and challenging 
work. | shall continue to pray God’s richest blessing 
upon you. —Bible Society Record. 


W hite Cross Supplies For 1954 


The following presents information regarding 
White Cross supplies which will. be sent to our 
medical mission work in 1954. Listed first is the 
name of each sending Synodical; then follow the 
names of the medical hospital, dispensary or clinic, 
mission station and field in which the center is 
located. Last appears the name of the contact per- 
son for each Synodical. 


Alabama: Graham Hospital, Kwanju, Korea, Mrs. Bruce A. 
Cumming, R.N. 


Appalachia: Dispensary, Luluabourg, Congo Belge, Africa, Mrs. 


Wm. H. Crane. 

Arkansas: Presbyterian Medical Center, Chunju, Korea, Dr. 
Paul Crane, and Miss Margaret Pritchard, R.N. 

Florida: Annie Edwards Morrison Memorial Hospital, Lubondai, 
Congo Belge, Africa, Dr. George R. Cousar. 

Georgia: Dispensary, Mboi, Congo Belge, Africa, Miss Julia 
Hampton, R.N. 

Georgia: Goldsby King Memorial Hospital, Mutoto, Congo 
Belge, Africa, Dr. Hugh G. K. English. 

Kentucky: Annie Edwards Morrison Memorial Hospital, Lu- 
bondai, Congo Belge, Africa, Dr. George R. Cousar. 

Kentucky: The Dental Clinic, Lubondai, Congo Belge, Africa, 
Dr. Sandy C. Marks. 

Louisiana: Lapsley Memorial Hospital, Bulape, Congo Belge, 
Africa, Miss Lena Reynods, R.N. 

Mississippi: Presbyterian Medical Center, Chunju, Korea, Dr. 
Paul Crane, and Miss Margaret Pritchard, R.N. 

Mississippi: Hospital and Leper Colony, Soonchun, Korea, Rev. 

- E. T. Boyer. 

Missouri: Kellersberger Memorial Hospital, Bibanga, Congo 
Belge, Africa, Miss Margaret Liston, R.N. 

Missouri: McKowen Memorial Hospital, Luebo, Congo Belge, 
Africa, Dr. John Knox Miller. 

North Carolina: Dispensary, Mboi, Congo Belge, Africa, Miss 
Julia Hampton, R.N. 

North Carolina: Dispensary, Kakinda, Congo Belge, Africa, Miss 
Alice Longenecker, R.N. 

North Carolina: Clinical Work, Quito, Ecuador, Dr. Donald R. 
Dilworth. 

Oklahoma: Lapsley Memorial Hospital, Bulape, Congo Belge, 
Africa, Miss Lena Reynolds, R.N. 

South Carolina: Dispensary, Moma, Congo Belge, Africa, Miss 
Lucille McElroy, R.N. 

Tennessee: Graham Hospital, Kwanju, Korea, Mrs. Bruce A. 
Cumming, R.N. 

Tennessee: Hospital, Kobe, Japan, Dr. Frank A. Brown, Jr. 

Texas: Lapsley Memorial, Bulape, Congo Belge, Africa, Miss 
Lena Reynolds, R.N. 

Texas: McKowen Memorial Hospital, Luebo, Congo Belge, 
Africa, Dr. John Knox Miller. 

Texas: Kellersberger Memorial Hospital, Bibanga, Congo Belge, 
Africa, Miss Margaret Liston, R. N. 

Virginia: Goldsby King Hospital, Mutoto, Congo Belge, Africa, 
Dr. Hugh G. K. English. 

Virginia: Goldsby King Hospital, Durados, Brazil, Rev. J. M. 
Sydenstricker. 

Virginia: Clinic, Patrocinio, Brazil, Mrs. George H. Hurst and 
Miss Frances Hesser. 

West Virginia: Dispensary, Kasha, Congo Belge, Africa, Mrs. 
W. F. McElroy, R.N. 
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Prayer 


The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy, 
That day, and wondered “how?” 

A ploughman, singing at his work, had prayed 
“Lord, help them now!” | 


Away in foreign lands they wondered “how” 
Their simple word had power? 

At home, the Christians two or three had met 
To pray an hour! 


Yes, we are always wondering, wondering “kw,” 
Because we do not see 
Someone, unknown perhaps, and far away 


On bended knee! 


— LETTERS — | 


From a Mississippian: 


I am a regular reader of the Journal. It is very 
fine. Am happy to see you running an articl: on 
Alcohol almost every issue. Those of us who are 
trying to train Christian young people appreciate 
this help. Drinking is so prevalent among teen-agers 
today. With every good wish for the continued 
success of the Journal .... 


From a N. C. Minister: 


My wife and I have never read any religious peri- 
odical with the interest and profit as the Journal. 
Please find my check for $5.00 to renew my sub- 
scription one year, and keep the balance to help in 
expanding circulation. 


From aN. C. Elder: 


I congratulate you most heartily on the great 
work which you and Paul Hastings are doing to 
prevent our being swallowed up by the Northern 
church. I greatly enjoy the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal and will be a life-long subscriber. The en- 
closed check is for your general fund. 


eee 
From an Alabama Layman: 


Enclosed check is my contribution for the main- 
tenance of the testimony to preserve our Southern 
Church from liquidation through the continued pub- 
lication of the Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
other proper media of publicity. You are performing 
a vital service in the above Cause and should not be 
handicapped through any lack of funds. 


“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board | 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Church News 


Ch: ige Of Address 


Fk v. J. Edward Craig, from R. 1, Bessemer 
Cit N. C., to Effingham, S. C. 


k v. Wm. J. Anderson, Jr., from A. P. C. M., 
Mb , Luluaburg, Congo Belge, to Mission Haven, 
Col nbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Fk ». John Morrison, from A. P. C. M., Luebo, 
Cor » Belge, to Conseil Protestant du Congo, B. 
P. 138, Leopoldville-Ouest, Congo Belge. 


R v. and Mrs. C. J. McClendon, from Colonia 
Pin. nn, Teloloapan, Guerrero, Mexico, to 1411 
Ave ue “A,” Brownwood, Tex. 


Tr« eling Representative 


+. Walter W. Fraley has been appointed trav- 
eliny representative for John Knox Press it was 
annvunced today by Mr. Cameron Deans, general 
man:ger of the Division of Publication. 


Mr. Fraley will contact book stores throughout 
the country as well as denominational headquarters 
to promote the books published by John Knox Press, 
most of which are religious in nature. He will take 
up his new duties in early summer. 


Relief Work In Hong Kong 


(Excerpts from two recent letters from Mr. 
Frank Wang to Dr. Martin A. Hopkins reporting on 
how the Committee uses our gifts to the Hong Kong 
fire victims.) 


May Ilst—We “‘investigators” went again to see 
those who had received masonite sheets (6 ft. by 4 
ft. at 90 cents a sheet). All had used them to build 
cute small shelters beside the street. They came out 
with smiling faces to thank us again, and to beg for 
help for friends and relatives also in pitiful con- 
dition. Many children were walking naked about 
the streets, men and women were in rags. We meas- 
ured those needing clothes and gave them cloth 
coupons. We promised more help. ‘Tomorrow 
everything will be changed.” That’s our vision. On 
each visit we do personal evangelism. 


Our room here is like a factory. A mimeograph 
borrowed from a church is rolling, some are talking 
of methods for improving our work, some folding 
coupons, some writing, numbering, counting—all 
busy as bees and happy as birds—a real joyful work. 


May 7th—This afternoon as we passed by many 
shelterless families sleeping on the pavements we 
realized it is impossible to help everyone. We de- 


cide’ to concentrate on a group of them. We chose’ 


ten ‘amilies of fire victims. They were living in 


2.1954 


> 


ten small huts each 4 -ft. wide, 3 ft. high, and 6 ft. 
deep, built with rugs. They looked like garbage 
boxes beside the walls. All the huts inside were 
dark, wet, with odorous smell. One even had a 
sick woman lying there. She looked at me with weak 
dreadful eyes in a very thin dark face. The fathers 
of the ten families are coolie, hawker, peddler, rat- 
tan makers, shoe makers, painter, carpenter, etc.— 
with a total of 13 young men, one 72 year old 
woman, 10 women, 12 children (3 below 1 year 
old). They had all lived in one village, escaped the 
fire together and still were neighbors. Their ten 
huts lined up together were only 40 feet long. 


We gave them coupons for building materials and 
cloth for clothes. Tomorrow their representative, a 
Christian man (there are 2 Christians in the group) 
will help get the materials together and all the 
men are to give up a day’s work to do the building. 
Two of our “investigators” will spend the day with 
them to help in the building. We take pictures of 


our work to show contrasts before and after. 


There is a detailed financial report on the funds 
both in Hong Kong and U.S.A. currency — too 
long for this letter. The Committee not only gives 
its time to this work but they often add gifts of 
their own as they “investigate.”’ —M.A.H. 


New Or.eans, La. — A campaign to raise 
$100,000 for a new Educational building at Canal 
Street Presbyterian Church here, was announced 
May 9 by the Rev. Thomas M. Davis, pastor, fol- 
lowing a congregational meeting after the Sunday 
morning services. 


Louis T. Frantz, elder, was named general chair- 
man of the Educational Building Fund: campaign. 
The Rev. Wade H. Harrell, pastor of the First 
Street Presbyterian Church, has volunteered his 
services to direct the campaign. 


The proposed new building will adjoin the pres- 
ent Educational building next to the church. It 
will be a two-story brick structure. : 


Synod Of North Carolina 


The One-hundred-forty-first session of the Synod 
of North Carolina, the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, will convene at Queens College, 
Charlotte, July 13-15, 1954. This will be the first 
time that*the Synod has held the annual meeting in 
the summer. Previously the Rules of the Synod 
required the meetings to be held in September, but 
with the change of the Church year of the entire 
denomination to coincide with the calendar year, it 
became necessary to move the time of the meeting 
of the Synod forward in order that the Stewardship 
Committees of the several Presbyteries might re- 
ceive their benevolence objectives from the General 
Assembly and Synod in time to prepare budgets for 
the fall meetings of Presbyteries. 
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and military service, endorse the work of 


ut D. EISENHOWER 


42 


U) 


GENERAL WILLIAM K. HARRISON, JR> 


seen the League in action at home and on the 
foreign field. They know that PTL is doing a 
tremendously worthwhile and conscientious job 
of Scripture distribution and evangelizationamong —. 
American service men, and to soldiers and civil- 
ians in Kerea, Japan and Formosa. 

YOU CAN SUPPORT PTL WITH CONFIDENCE. 
MEN OF PROMINENCE, beth in et en You can give your prayerful support to the Pocket 
Testament League with the assurance that this is 


The Pocket Testament League. They have in the highest sense the work of the Lord. 


Help us take the Werd of Ged te a lost and needy world. Write tos 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The Docket Testament League 


NEW YORK 


BOOKS 


“THE SELF-DiscLosurRE OF JESUS.” By Geer- 
hardus Vos. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.00. 


This book answers in a definitive way the liberal 
school of critics who have in one form or another 
attacked the Messianic self-consciousness of Jesus. 
It remains to be the finest exposition of this all- 
important subject that has been produced by con- 
servative scholarship. In a review of the long history 
of discussion between the two contrasting points 
of view regarding the Messianic consciousness of 
Jesus, Dr. Vos offers an incisive and penetrating 
analysis of the various forms the denial of this con- 
sciousness has taken. The author has then given 
eight chapters to his own interpretation of this sub- 
ject which is a masterpiece of exegesis. This valu- 
able work has been newly edited by the author’s 
son, Dr. Johannes Vos, with greatly improved read- 
ability of the original text and its usefulness to 
many theological students who have requested a 
new issue of this prime work. 


“PARTNERS IN PRAYER.” Edited by Charlotte 
Marvin Clough. Doubleday and Co., 575 Madison 
Ave., New York 22, N. Y. Price $2.95. : 


This volume is a practical guide for those who 
want to learn to pray. It supplies aids to daily 
prayer and especialy for those who are prone to let 
their minds wander during prayer. There is a 
Bible reading, a prayer and a devotional message 
for each day ofthe year. Each month’s material is 
introduced by an essay from someone recognized as 
an authority in this field. This volume could be 
helpful if read with discrimination. 
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“ADVOCATES OF REFORM.” Edited By Matthew 
Spinka. Westminster Press, Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $5.00. 


Dr. Spinka has furnished a general Introduction 
to the volume, brief introductions to its several parts 
and a translation of Hus’s significant treatise “On 
Simony” never before available in English. Despite 
the necessarily selected treatment of the subject to 
which this volume is devoted, its four separate sec- 
tions possess a real inner unity. This volume is 
both illuminating and inspirational. It is a worthy 
addition to ““The Library of Christian Classics.” 


“THE Wor.p’s RELIGIONS.” Edited by J. N. D. 
Anderson. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 


Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


The aim of this book is to provide a short factual 
account of the history, philosophy and practice of 
seven of the great religions of the world. The 
authors of the various sections are all men who 
have studied these religions in the countries where 
they are most widely practiced. In a final chapter 
the editor discusses the attitude one should have 
toward other religions in the light of the Christian 
faith. 


“THREE SHALL BE One.” By Francena H. 
Arnold. Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. Price $3.00. 


This is another book from the pen of Francena 
Arnold whose readers now number thousands across 
the nation. It is another story with the depth and 
intensity which characterizes novels that live be- 
yond their own generation. This is a story of man- 
and-wife tensions and it reveals the solution to the 
problem: conversion and inclusion in the home of 


the Lord Jesus Christ. You will like this book! 
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RED SPRINGS ... NORTH a 


FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


An Accredited Four- Year tied Arts College 


, B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees. 
a Christian Education for Christian Living and Service 
: Marshall Scott Woodson ... President 


houses a large 
visual room, and an office for the Chris- 
‘ tian Education Schools and Conferences. 


When You Come to Montreat . . . to take aavantage of these new 


BOOK 


Yes, we have moved to 

brand - new, two- 
story building with 
many special features. 


The book store occu- 
pies the upper, just off 
Lookout Road, to- 
gether with an apart- 
ment for the store 
manager. Here you 
will find a complete 
stock of worth - while 
books, Bibles, and edu- 
cational material for 
the church and church 
school. You will re- 
ceive prompt service 
and courteous help. 


From a sheltered bal- 
cony, stairs lead down 
to a porch and the 
lower floor which 
assembly room, audio- 


See the NEW Book Store and PRESBYTERIAN 


STORES 


f Ch r stia Nn Ed U C a ti 0 it B U di it g Atlanta Ga. Dallas, Tex. Richmond, Va. 
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